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1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on January 6, 2004. Claims 1-22 
are presented for further examination. 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Scholl 
etal, U.S. Patent Number 6,145,001 (hereinafter Scholl). 

Scholl discloses a network resource monitoring method and system with an 
independent central processing unit (CPU) (see abstract). Scholl discloses the 
invention as claimed. Taking claim 1 as an exemplary claim, Scholl teaches a method 
for resource accounting on a computer network (fig 3. networks 1-n) which collects 
resources used by a server (3) of a computer system, wherein the computer system has 
an accounting server (see network management gateway 5 with Ml B 14) to collect 
server resources used by said server, said server and said accounting server are 
connected to each other over a network (see network in fig 3), and said server includes 
a CPU to initiate an OS or application software and a control unit to perform processing 
independent of said CPU (see monitoring system 1 , 2; col. 4 line 65 to col. 5, line 5, a 
standard network management station which is independent of the system being 
managed), said method comprising the steps of: registering information on a user who 



Application/Control Number: 10/751,434 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2151 

uses said server (see col. 5, lines 45-65, col. 6, lines 47-54); allowing said registered 
user to use a resource of the server by initiating an OS or application software; allowing 
said control unit to communicate with the OS or said application software that is 
operating on said CPU; allowing said control unit to acquire the information on the user 
who used said server resource and resource information used including an amount of 
server resource used by the user through said communication (see column 9, lines 15- 
21, performance and resource management, accounting management); allowing said 
control unit to transmit said acquired resource information used to said accounting 
server; and allowing said accounting server to receive said resource information used 
and account the information on a user basis, (see fig. 3, column 5, line 145 to col. 6. line 
46, col. 7, MIB 14) 

3. As per claim 2, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 1, wherein, said step of registering information on a user 
includes processing to set a global user ID to uniquely identify the user in the computer 
system, designate a server to be used by the user in the computer system according to 
a unique server ID and set a local user ID to uniquely identify the user in the computer 
system (see web station 1 connected to server 3, user ID is inherently presented when 
web station 1 with interface 2 connects to the server 3 and gateway 5 using CGI); said 
step of allowing said control unit to transmit said resource information used to said 
accounting server includes processing in which the local user ID associating with the 
user and the server ID associating with the server are transmitted as information to 
uniquely identify said user; and said step of allowing said accounting server to receive 
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said resource information used and account the information on a user basis includes 
processing to identify said global user ID associating with the user based on said local 
user ID and said server ID received, and account the amount of said server resource 
used on the identified global user ID basis (see col. 5, line 59 to col. 6, line 65, web 
station 1, MIB 14 col. 9, lines 10-31). 

4. As per claim 3, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 2, wherein a user ID that is managed by the OS operating 
on said server is used as said local user ID (see web station 3 connected to server 3 
with OS; see col., 8, lines 30-50 for different types of OS; user ID is inherently 
presented when the web station 1 with interface 2 connects to the server 3 and gateway 
5 using CGI). 

5. As per claim 4, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 2, wherein said OS or said application software 
authenticates said user, initiates execution of a thread based on a request by the user, 
acquires server resource information used by each of the thread, and transmits the 
server resource information acquired to said control unit on the local user ID basis (see 
web station 3 connected to server 3 with OS; see col., 8, lines 30-50 for different types 
of OS; user ID is inherently presented when the web station 1 with interface 2 connects 
to the server 3 and gateway 5 using CGI). 
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6. As per claim 5, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 1, further comprising the step of allowing said accounting 
server to request said control unit to transmit said resource information used thereto 
(see col. 6, lines 47-54, connection between station 1, server 3, 5 and MIB 14). 

As per claim 6, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 5, wherein the step of allowing said accounting server to 
request said control unit to transmit said resource information used ^thereto includes 
processing of adding information to designate a user from whom said resource 
information used is to be acquired to a transmission request of said resource 
information used and transmitting the transmission request to said network by means of 
a broadcast; and the step of allowing said server to transmit said resource information 
used to said accounting server includes processing in which, if said server retains the 
resource information of the user from whom said resource information used is to be 
acquired, only the resource information used of the user is selectively transmitted, and if 
said server does not retain the resource information of the user from whom said 
resource information used is to be acquired, then information showing the server does 
not retain the resource information used of the user is transmitted (see figure 3, column 
5, line 45 to col. 6, line 53; col. 6, lines 47-54, connection between station 1, server 3, 5 
and MIB 14). 

7. As per claim 7, Scholl discloses a method for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 1, wherein, in the step of registering information on a user 
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who uses said server, a registration is made by utilizing a graphical user interface (GUI) 
(see column 5, lines 46-48, the GUI in station 1). 

8. As per claim 8, Scholl discloses a system for resource accounting on a computer 
network which accounts resource used by a server of a computer system, wherein the 
computer system has an accounting server to collect server resources used by said 
server, said server and said accounting server are connected to each other over a 
network, and said server includes a CPU to initiate an OS or application software and a 
control unit to perform processing independent of said CPU; wherein said server 
includes means for registering a user who uses said server, and means for recording, 
on a user basis, an amount of server resource used by the registered user by initiating 
the OS or the application software; wherein said control unit including means making 
communication with the OS or the application software operating on said CPU, and 
acquiring, through the communication, resource information used that includes user 
information of the user who used said server resource and an amount of server 
resource used by the user, and means for transmitting said acquired resource 
information used to said accounting server (5); and wherein said accounting server 
including means for receiving said resource information used from said control unit 
and accounting the information on a user basis (see web station 1 connected to server 
3 with OS; see col., 8, lines 30-50 for different types of OS; the web station 1 with 
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interface 2 connected to the server 3 and gateway 5 using CGI; see col. 5, line 59 to 
col. 6, line 65, web station 1, MIB 14 col. 9, lines 10-31). 

9. As per claim 9, Scholl discloses a system for resource accounting on a computer 
network according to claim 8, wherein, said OS or said application software comprises: 
a user authentication unit which authenticate said user; a thread execution initiation unit 
which initiates execution of a thread based on a request by the user; acquiring means 
for acquiring server resource information used by each of the thread; and transmission 
means for transmitting the acquired server resource information to said control unit (see 
web station 1 connected to server 3 with OS; see col., 8, lines 30-50 for different types 
of OS; the web station 1 with interface 2 connected to the server 3 and gateway 5 using 
CGI; see col. 5, line 59 to col. 6, line 65, web station 1, information in MIB 14 col. 9, 
lines 10-31). 

10. As per claim 10, Scholl discloses a system for resource accounting on a 
computer network according to claim 8, wherein, when registering information on a user 
who uses said server, said accounting server executes the registration via said network 
(see web station 1 connected to server 3 with OS; see col., 8, lines 30-50 for different 
types of OS; the web station 1 with interface 2 connected to the server 3 and gateway 5 
using CGI; see col. 5, line 59 to col. 6, line 65, web station 1, information in MIB 14 col. 
9, lines 10-31). 
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11. As per claims 1 1 -22, they do not teach or further define over the limitations 
recited in claims 1-10 above. Therefore, claims 11-22 are also rejected for the similar 
reasons set forth in claim 1-10, supra . 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Federated multiprotocol communication by Dowling U.S. Patent Number 
7,035,932. 

b) Managing user information on an E-commerce system by Underwood, U.S. 
Patent Number 7,100,195. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zarni Maung whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3939. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached at (571) 272-3440. Any inquiry of 
a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800/4700. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system, status information for published 
application may be obtained from either Private or Public PAIR, for unpublished 
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application Private PAIR only (see http://pair- direct.uspto.gov or the Electronic Business 
Center at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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